
Belen Takeoff:     9:23am   Belen Landing 11:37am
Trip Airtime 2.2hrs   
Total PIC Time: 857.0   Total Logged Time: 878.2       

Friday August 6, 2010
324 th Cobra flight, 334 th PIC, 1 landing
Lauraõs flight, Pools, Valley of the Horses, Petoch 
Butte, Acoma, Chimney Rock, Stone Circles, Rio San 
Jose, Caldron, Mystery Mountain

My sister -in-law, Laura is in town this week on 
vacation.   I took here on a trike flight last time 
around and she wants to up again.

It has been raining a lot, and the desert has 
turned green.  We took off, flew past the pools, 
overflowing with muddy brown water (no pictures) 
and the entered the Valley of the Horses. 

There were no horses today.  We headed over 
to the óBumpó.   We had talked about flying to 
Acoma so we bypassed the Caldron for now 
and climbed up and over the Sierra Lucero.



Across the flats we saw Petoch Butte (left). 

We flew next to the sheer sides of 
the Butte.



Beyond Petoch was a thin butte that 
jutted out from the mesa.   Beyond the 
mesa on the left was Acoma.



Acoma was visible a few miles to 
the west.   I kept my distance out 
of respect for their privacy, and 
stayed over a green valley. 

We flew over another butte with 
many eroded ògobblinsó on top.   In 
the distance, at the convergence 
of several valleys was òNeedle 
Pinnacle.ó  It is visible in the upper 
right corner of the picture to the 
right. 



We circled the Pinnacle a few 
times. 



View of with Needle Pinnacle in the foreground, Mt Taylor on the left horizon, Acoma Pueblo on 
the left, and Enchanted Mesa near the center.  It was a beautiful day to fly.



I started back for Belen while the 
conditions were still smooth.  We flew 
along the edge of the mesa. 

Another view of Petoch Butte on the 
way home. 



I saw a big red spot ahead, and we 
dropped low for a closer look.  It was 
a strange almost organic erosion 
pattern. 

In the center of the plains is a large 
butte with a notch in it.   



Beyond the notch were some volcanic 
hills with some ruins in them.  Several 
stone circles were scattered around. 
I think they are horse corrals, thatõs 
just my guess.


