Friday, July 9, 2010 Belen: 5:.57am  Beaverhead: 8:17am

320" Cobraflight, 330 * PIC, 5 Landings Beaverhead: 8:51 am  MeOwn: 9:13am
MeOwn: 9:27am  Negrito: 10:22am
Negrito: 10:27am  Whitewater: 11:10am

Saturday, July 10, 2010 Whitewater: 6:06am Whitewater: 6:46am

321st Cobra flight, 331 st PIC, 1 landing

3224 Cobra flight, 332 " PIC, 2 landings Whitewater: 8:33am Jewett Mesa: 9:31am
Jewett Mesa: 10:15am Belen: 12:57pm

This spring | joined the New Mexico Trip Airtime: 8.7hrs

Recreational Aviation Committee (NM -RAC), Total PIC Time: 852.2 Total Logged Time: 873.4

a subgroup of the New Mexico Pilots
Association (NMPA) that is working to open
up backcountry airstrips across the state.

The group will first focus on 4 USFS

airstrips in the Gila National Forest. One of
the NMPA pilots (Dave) contacted Vernon
Hollimon, who owns the Whitewater Mesa
Airport near Glenwood, NM. Vernon will host
a small group for the
the 4 airstrips: Beaverhead, Me -Own,
Negrito and Jewett Mesa.

Intense afternoon thunderstorms have been

hitting nearly every day, so Paul and | are

were in the air before dawn to ensure we

are safely i n Vernonds hangar by the
afternoon.

Right: Orange skies at takeoff.



| also called up the USFS
dispatcher in Silver City
yesterday and got permission
to fly into all of the strips

this weekend. Paul and |
originally planned to check out
all the strips on the way down
on Friday, then camp at one on
the way home Saturday night. . LN AR :
But Paul had to get back to e S o
ABQ Saturday afternoon, and s e e R
|l didndédt want to camp al one.

So | put off my camping plans

for another trip.

We headed out towards Ladron Peak.

There some clouds hanging over the
summit. Once we rounded the corner |
could tell we would have good weather all
the way to Glenwood and we even picked up
a couple mph tailwind.




We entered the VLA basin and took a quick look at
the radio antennas. It was one of the rare times
all the dishes were grouped at the center.

We turned south for Beaverhead. We cruised over
the wide open plains for an hour, coming across the
occasional small herd of pronghorn antelope.
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The county became more open as we
neared Beaverhead.

| spotted a huge herd of elk in the
folds of the terrain.




We overflew the Beaverhead forest station.
It was like a small city back here.

A few miles further up on a mesa was the
Beaverhead airstrip. | made a low pass and
saw that it was in excellent condition and
came around again to land.




| taxied up to the far uphill end, then pulled
my trike off to the side. We took a short
break here.

It was a nice spot, but no trees.




We took off and headed for Me  -Own
Airstrip. We flew past a beautiful lake in a
side valley on the way there.

Me-Own was high on a mesa. There were a
few buildings at the SW end of the airport.

Paul landed first, then | came in after him.




Me and my trike at Me -Own. This was a
very beautiful spot. A perfect place to
camp some day.

It was time to move on. | took off first,
then came around again to get a look at the
far SW end of the airport.




We left Me -Own and retraced our path past
Beaverhead, and then headed into a wide
grassy valley to the northeast.

We had to climbed high to cross
some forested country to reach
Negrito. Next time | will take a
different path that keeps us over the
grass.

We arrived at Negrito and its two
huge airstrips. The main strip was
7700 ft long. The wind favored the
shorter crosswind airstrip, only 3800
ftlong. The surface was in perfect
condition, but the wind was very
switchy.



