
Espanola Takeoff:  6:35am   PPC Landing 10:19am
PPC         Takeoff: 10:54am  Belen Landing: 11:30am 
Todayõs Airtime 4.3hrs  
Total PIC Time: 833.5      Total Logged Time: 854.7       

Monday, May 31, 2010
314th Cobra flight,  324 th PIC,  3 landings
Valle Grande, Valle San Antonio, Valle de Grulla, 
Ojito Vents, Mud Waterfall

Six trikes were departing Monday Morning. The Bradleyõs 
(father and son) had returned to Double Eagle yesterday and 
the Espanala Airport was John Cortesyõs home field.  Frank, 
Damien and John Samulai were taking the direct route home to 
Double Eagle through Santa Fe.  Paul and Barbara were taking a 
quick sight seeing trip around Santa Fe, but were returning to 
Espanola so Barbara could drive her vehicle back to Albuquerque. 
Rick and I were heading to the Jemez Caldera, hoping for calm 
winds and a low altitude flight down in the crater.

I grabbed one last picture (left to right, then down) of Damien, 
John S., Frank and Paul and Barb with their engines turning, 
preparing to leave Espanola.  



Right:  Damien took this picture from his 
trike of Frank, John S, and Paul back 
taxiing on the runway for takeoff. 

Yesterday, Mark Whitcam, a former trike 
instructor from Los Alamos pointed out the 
Parajito Ski Area on the edge of the Jemez 
Caldera.   He suggest we fly up there to enter 
the Caldera through a canyon just right of the 
ski area. Thatõs where Rick and I were heading 
this morning. 

The foothills of the Jemez Mountains were 
flat, with wide grassy meadows.   As I crossed 
onto on of the mesas, I had a pleasant 
surprise.  The Puye Ruins ruins light up but 
the morning sun below.



Rigth:  Rick and I  steadily climbed 
towards Parajito.

To the right of ski area I saw the 
entrance canyon just as Mark had 
described.  The wind were calm, so we 
flew through the canyon and into the 
Valle de San Antonio on the north side of 
the Jemez Caldera. 



I followed Rick along the northern 
edge of the caldera., then we turned 
south through a valley.  

This valley that connected the Valle 
San Antonio to the Valle Grande to the 
south.



The Valle Grande was grande 
indeed, about 6 miles across and 4 
miles deep.   We followed it around 
to the right, crossing our earlier 
path at near Parajito.  We flew the 
length of the Valle San Antonio to 
the far northwest corner.  Back 
here was a small remote cabin back.

I wanted to get another look at 
Valle de Grulla, so we climbed up 
and flew from one stepping stone 
LZ to the next (lower right).   



Above:  A small pond in Valle de Grulla with Cerro Pedernal on the right.    



Valle de Grulla was filled with lakes 
and marshes.  This page is a 
sequence of shots as I crossed the 
ponds towards a gap in the rim.  
From the gap I could look down 
into the canyon that heads toward 
Gallina and Lindrith, NM.   



We retraced our path back to Valle San 
Antonio, following the same chain of meadows. 

Right:  After reaching the Valle 
San Antonio, we flew up another 
connecting canyon that took us 
to the Valle Grande.  



The Caldera is a maze, with many 
interconnecting passages.   I could have 
spent all day exploring them, but we 
needed to head back to Albuquerque and 
Belen. I took one last look before exiting 
the Jemez Cadera  at the southwest 
corner.   

Valle de Grulla

Los Alamos

Valle Grande
to Jemez

Ojo




